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"God's People of Faith" - Galatians 1:11-12 
 
 This morning we are going to meditate from the book to the Galatians 1:11-12. I 
will read this text “1 For I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was 
preached by me is not man's gospel.12 For I did not receive it from any man, nor 
was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.” Here ends the 
text for meditation. 
 

Let us pray: “Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 
acceptable in your sight, Oh Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer.” Amen 

++++++ 
 

 It was absolutely amazing to St. Paul that only a few years after personally being 
in Galatia, he was compelled to write to the church there to defend what he preached, 
that is the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  It seemed that in almost no time at all, many of the 
Christians there were confused about the truth of Christianity.   
 So St. Paul wrote to remind them about what they had received from him.  That 
it was not a message he made up or something he got wrong, or misunderstood, or 
perverted along the way but, that it was the very message that Christ had personally 
revealed to him.   
 It was an uphill climb for St. Paul and the faithful Christians in the Galatian church 
but, by the grace of God, the message that was delivered and redelivered won victory 
over all of the false teachings of that day, and a faithful remnant remained. 
 
 At later times other issues would arise in the Church, be it in Galatia, or Jerusalem, 
or Rome, or Wittenberg, or even right here, and they and us would have to dust off the 
old books and get back to the basics of the Gospel.   
 In Galatia people did not want to hear what Jesus had to say, they wanted to tell 
Jesus what the real good news should be like.  St. Paul tells us that the Gospel is not 
from man but, is from God, so apart from God there is no Gospel. 
 
 When things go out of control in the Church, take a hard look at what is being 
believed, taught, and confessed.  St. Paul understood that.  If it is not God's Gospel 
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then it is no gospel at all.  If Jesus was not doing the giving, then there were no gifts to 
be given out. 
 
 It was time for the proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  It was time to hear, 
once again, the same Gospel that St. Paul gave to the Galatians.  It was time to 
reintroduce the people to the sweet words of the Good News of the forgiveness of sins 
and eternal life through Christ alone.  Such a simple, clear message, "justification by 
grace through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ."  
  This is the most essential doctrine of the Church.  This is the doctrine that brought 
the Church to life and sustains Her.  Apart from this essential doctrine there is no 
Christian Church, it is the doctrine by which the Church stands or falls. 
 
 The message of salvation is revealed by God through the Scriptures.  It is 
trustworthy and true because it was not based on the whims of man but, on the Word of 
God which is the same yesterday, today and forever.  It is not by man and certainly did 
not always please man (Gal. 1:10).  It has always been a stumbling block to the Jews 
and foolishness to the Greeks. 
 
 What about us today?  Are things any different today?  Are they any different 
now than they were at St. Paul's time?  Are people any different?   

Probably better educated but, not necessarily smarter.  If the truth be known, 
throughout the history of the Church it has rarely been the case that the laity have led the 
Church into heresy but, it most often has been the well-educated clergy who have been 
the heretics and who have led the sheep astray.  The Lord does not call us to question 
Him but to be faithful to Him. 
 People are undoubtedly more affluent now than they have ever been but, that is 
not always to their benefit.  It was not for the Old Testament Israelites who when things 
were good and prosperous had money for idols and pagan worship. 
 
 Are things different today?   
 St. Paul had the benefit of the commonly understood language of Greek.  The 
Lutheran reformers had the benefit of the newly invented printing press.  We are 
advance in technology than any previous generation but, not all of the technology that 
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bombards us each and every day is for our good.  It is often for someone else's good 
but, at the expense of our time, our ethics, our morals, our family and our relationships. 
 
 We are still sinful people looking in all the wrong places for answers to the most 
profound questions of eternity.  We are the same people now as ever, searching but 
never finding, reaching but never grasping, looking but never seeing, hurting but never 
getting relief.   
 We take all of the wealth, and prosperity, and technology and we seem to mess it 
up.  We are experts at finding sinful ways to use every good gift that God has given us.  
Using everything at hand to violence, war, oppression, abortion, addiction, pornography, 
abuse, hatred, rebellion, and anger. Well, there it is.  You know, I know it, and so does 
God. 
 
 The Gospel of Jesus Christ is a stumbling block to the Jews and foolishness to 
the Greeks.  Is it foolishness for the Church of the Gospel of Christ to say that there are 
things going on in our own community that are not exactly pleasing to God?  Does it 
cause us to stumble to think that it is not just in the community that things are rotten but 
it is in our own lives as well?   
 You know what goes on inside.  You know what thoughts are bubbling up from 
down below, all of the lust, anger, hatred, envy, competition, depression, pomp, 
superiority, and self-righteousness.  You know what is there and so does the Lord.  He 
knows what you think, and say, and do, and why you do all that. 
 
 Martin Luther once said; "how do I find favour with God?"  "If I died tonight, would 
I go to heaven?" And yet, the answer is so simple, so clear, and so plain. The Father 
loves us because Jesus Christ suffered and died in our place to make us lovable, and 
this we believe because the Holy Spirit has worked the faith in us.   
  
 We are justified by grace through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.  It is so 
straightforward and plain but, it is so difficult to believe.  It is a stumbling block and 
foolishness, yet it is the Gospel of the forgiveness of sins and eternal life, as a free gift, 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  It is the Gospel, the life giving message of 
salvation that we believe, teach, and confess in this Church. 
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 This Gospel may not make us popular but, it does make us faithful to our Lord and 
to the work that He has begun and continues to do in us.  The world would gladly have 
us close the doors and keep quiet, because it is an absolute scandal to them.   
 Who can believe that God would come down and live on earth with humankind?  
Who can believe that a virgin could give birth?  Who can believe that the Anointed One, 
the Messiah, Jesus the Christ, needed to give up His life as a common criminal on a 
cross?   
 Who can possibly believe that a man, this same Jesus, rose from the dead after 
three days in the grave?  And, who can believe that because He rose from the dead we 
will rise from death to eternal life also?  Who can comprehend this mystery?  Who can 
take in the enormity of the importance of this message? It is outrageous.  It is bizarre. 
   
 Yet, this is the very thing that we believe, teach, and confess in this church.  This 
is the Gospel of Jesus Christ, not from man but from God Himself.  People of God who 
confess the truth of Jesus Christ as clearly laid out for us in God's Holy Word is who we 
are.  That is what this church stands for and that is what we are all about. 
 
 We may say, "Sure we believe, teach, and confess this faith here in this church 
but, when I look at myself and see what I have done, with all of my skeletons in the closet, 
with all of my hidden secrets, and protected thoughts, how can this message of 
forgiveness and salvation be for me?  How can God, no matter how loving, love me?  
How can He forgive me, after what I have done, and want me to live eternally with Him?"  
"How do I find favour with God?" 
 If you are wrestling with these questions shows that the Holy Spirit is doing His 
work in you.  He is pointing out your sins, prepared the way for the healing balm of the 
Gospel.  He has already made you a child of God and an heir of heaven through 
Baptism.  It is a stumbling block to many, yet it is not from man but the promise of 
salvation comes from God. 
 
 It is absolute foolishness to many that through simple ordinary bread and wine the 
Lord Jesus offers His own Body and Blood to His people.  It is not a gift from man but, 
from God that these simple elements offer forgiveness and will strengthen and preserve 
you to life everlasting. 
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 It is ridiculous to think that during the absolution that I, a sinful human being, 
should say that you are forgiven.  Remember, that it is not from me but, from Christ, for 
I am only the one who stands in the stead and by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
The forgiveness offered is not from man but from God, just as if He dealt with you Himself. 
 
 The Holy Spirit has been working on you and in you.  He has been revealing the 
grace of God to you.  A grace that is not from man but from God Himself.  So that you 
might believe and confess Jesus Christ and Him crucified just as St. Paul did.  That you 
might believe and confess as a child of God and an heir of heaven throughout your life.  
That the faith you have received, not by man but, by the Holy Spirit might bring you to life 
everlasting in heaven.  Amen. 
 

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and 
minds through faith in Christ Jesus, our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
 


